PY  F532.2  F537gp 

The  PIKE  FAMILY  of  fishes  is  comprised  of  several 
large  predators.  Most  of  these  game  fish  can  now  be 
caught  throughout  the  State  and  because  many 
bodies  of  water  might  be  home  to  several  different 
species,  it  is  important  for  anglers  to  be  able  to 
tell  them  apart.  This  first  in  a series  of  FISHING 
GUIDES  should  help. 


CHAIN  PICKEREL  (Minimum  Size  15”) 

1.  Entire  cheek  and  gill  cover  scaled 

2.  Distance  tip  of  snout  to  front  of  eye,  greater 
than  distance  from  back  of  eye  to  end  of  gill 

3.  DarK.green  back,  yellow  chain-like  pattern 


AMUR  PIKE  (Mininum  Size  24”) 

1.  Cheek  fully  scaled 

2.  Upper  half  of  gill  cover  scaled 

3.  Dark  back,  light  sides  with  large  dark  spots 


NORTHERN  PIKE  (Minimum  Size  24”) 

1.  Cheek  fully  scaled 

2.  Upper  half  of  gill  cover  scaled 

3.  Dark  green  back,  yellow  bean-like  spots 

4.  (Inset)  Five  pores  on  each  side  of  lower  jaw 

4 


2.  Upper  half  of  gill  cover  scaled 

3.  Usually  gray-green  with  light  vertical  bars 

4.  (Inset)  6-9  pores  on  each  side  of  lower  jaw 


TIGER  MUSKELLUNGE  (Minimum  Size  30”) 

1.  Cheek  fully  scaled 

2.  Upper  half  of  gill  cover  scaled 

3.  Vertical  dark  gray-green  bars  about  equal  in  width 
to  light  bars  separating  them 


